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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, 
and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any 
that executeth judgment, that secketla the truth. - - + Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 














“ Praise from a friend, or censure from a foe, 
Are lost on hearers who our object know.” 


————— 


(Concluded from page 54.) 


Our remarks in the preceding number, were mostiy 
confined to the Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
under the care of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian churches; but that Seminary is not the only 
one in the United States, instituted to train up young 
men to be ministers. There are as many as five alrea- 
dy in operation, and several more are about forming. 
The one at Andov er, supported by the New England 
churches, exceeds, in many respects, the one at Prince- 
ton. They have four professors ; and, from a late ac- 
count, it appears there are about 100 students at this 
Seminary preparing for the ministry; a large propor- 
tion of whom, itis stated, are supported, in whole or 
in part, by charity. 

A Mr Moses Brown, of Newburyport, gave to this 
institution at one time 10,000’ dollars, and at another 
time 25,000 dollars, making in the whole 35,000 dol- 
lars from one individual. The people of Southampton 
have also recently subscribed 1000 dollars to this Se- 
minary; the heirs of the estate of Jonathan Judd, late 
of the same town, have given 1000 dollars; and Mr. 
John Ashley, of West Springfield, has made a dona- 
tion of 1,206 dollars. New Eng!and has, indeed, ever 
taken the lead in the way of educating mento be mi- 


nisters. From the earliest settlement of the country, 
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they appear to have considered it as an essential requi: | \ 
site in their ministers to have a college education ; and ; 
in no part of the United States does the religion of the 
people so much resemble the religion of the Pharisees. 

We will here make a few extracts from the articles 
of the constitution of the * American Education So- 
ciety” of the New England churches, to show that they 
are not less ingenious in devising ways and means to 
obtain money, than the General Assembly of the Pres- ! 
byterian churches: 

Art. 1. * Any person who shall subscribe and an- } 
nually pay into the treasury, a sum not less than 5 dol- a 
lars, and if a clergyman two dollars, shall be a member 
of this Society; and any ;erson who shall pay, at one 
time, 100 dollars, and if a clergyman 40 dollars, shall 
be a member for life.” 

Art. 12. “ The presidents of all societies, auxiliary 
to this, which shall pay annually 500 dollars into the 
treasury of this Society, shall be, ex-officio, honorary 
vice presidents of this society; and every person who 
shall, at one time, pay 500 dollars into the treasury, 
shall be an honorary vice president for life ”’ 

Art. 13. “ Whenever a society shall be formed by 
the inhabitants of any state, or district of any state, 
whose distance renders an immediate connexion with 
this society impracticable, and such society shall 
adopt the essential principles of this constitution, and 
shall annually raise the sum of 2,000 dollars, such so- FE 
ciety, upon due notice of its existence and desire of a 
union, shall be received as a constituent branch of the 
“ American Education Society.” 

There was a special meeting of the Synod of Gene- : 
va held at Auburn N. Y. in June 1818. The object of P 
this meeting, was the establishment of a ‘Theological 4 
Seminary in the western partof the state. About 110 
persons were present entitled to vote, and it was agreed 
to establish such anwnstitution, and also to locate it at 
Auburn; frovided, before the next stated meeting of 
the Synod, the county of Cayuga (in which Auburn is 
situated) should raise by subscription, approved by the 
Synod, the sum of 35,000 dollars, and secure the dona- 
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tien of tenacres of land, at or near the village of Auburn 
for a site to the Seminary; which should go into opera- 
tion when additional contributions, elswhere should 
be made to such an amount as to constitute altogether, 
exclusive of the donation in land, a fund of 50,0G0 
dollars. It was stated in the account that it was be- 
lieved, the conditions would be fulfilled within the time 
stipulated. | 

This Seminary, it is likely, has gone into operation 
by this time; but it would seem, that the inhabitants 
of that county must have considered it either a very 
great honour, or a very great blessing to have the in! 
stitution within their borders, to raise so large a sum 
in so short a time. 

The Episcopalians also, it seems, are about to esta- 
blish a_ Theological Seminary. The following was 
published in the New York Spectator. 

* The protestant Episcopal church has adopted mea- 
sures for the speedy commencement of the Institution. 
The monies already subscribed being, however, very 
indadequate, even for conducting the Seminary on a 
very limited plan, it is contemplated to make an ear- 
nest appeal to the liberality of Episcopalians, for the 
support of an institution essential to the honour and 
prosperity of the church.’’* : 

' And, lastly, the Baptist Society, who, in days past, 
have judged it unnecessary to be learned in order to 
preach the gospel, and complained thata New En- 
gland divine, Mr. Beecher, cut off from the catalogue 
of regular ministers all who had not received a classical 
education, can no longer resist the temptation of being 
like other more grand and corrupt bodies of men; and 
have, likewise, undertaken to establish a Theological 


" *The following article appeared in the Boston Recorpr 
October 17th, 1818, headed “* Methodist Theological Seminary.’ 

* The Methodists i in New Hampshire have established a Se. 
minary of Education, at New Market in that State, which is in a 
flourishing condition. This institution is intended to preparc 
candidates for the ministry, as well as youth for other pursuits 
of life. The principal Preceptor is the Rev. M ARTIN RurFesr, 
and the scholars arenumerous.” 
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Seminary. By seeking to be great, and following the 
example of those who have gone out of the right way; 
how soon will the most fine gold become dim. The 
following account is taken from the Religious Remem- 
brancer, headed Babtist Theological Seminary. 

“The Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, at their 
last session in New. York, had under their eonsidera- 
tion the establishment of a Theological Seminary on 
an extensive scale. They are calling in the aid of their 
churches throughout the union, and have appointed 
several ministers to travel through the states and ob- 
tain subscriptions and collections—The institution 
will go into partial operation during the approaching 
fall and winter, (1818.) In April next it is expected it 
will be fully organized.” 

They have now anumber of students preparing to 
go forward to preach the gospel: but these ministers 
may be expected to be very different from the ministers 
among them in former days, in regard to being meek 
and lowly in heart. And here we would remark, once 
for all, whenever any people depart from that simplicity 
which ought ever to characterize the disciples of 
Christ, they cease to be any longer instruments In pro- 
moting the tsue interests of the kingdom of the Re- 
deemer; the religion they promote being human, 
worldly and fashionable, and too often in their spirit 
and proceedings, they differ very little from political 
or civil corporate bodies of men. 

{t is certain that people have a right to contribute 
-heir money for whatever purpose they may think pro- 
per; but it is equally certain that all great, pompous, 
and expensive undertakings, have ever been the appen- 
dages of a corrupt religion, and of none other; and 
those concerned in them have generally been opposers 
of the truth, instead of promoters of it, in every age 
of the world. : 

These institutions for training up young persons for 
the ministry are, in fact, a tacit reflection upon the 
wisdom of Christ himself; for it is in effect declaring; 
‘hat Christ acted very injudiciously to send forth men 
to preach that were unlearned and unacquainted with 
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the sciences of rhetorick, oratory, and polemical dis- 
putations. 

If these institutions;had not become so fashionable 
and so numerous, and were they not such a total depar- 
ture from the whole economy of the New Testament, 
these remarks would have been withheld. But they 
are now too conspicuous in this country—they are too 
opposite to the simplicity of the gospel—and too many 
are engaged in them to be passed by without notice. 

Notwithstanding the length of this article respecting 
Theological Seminaries, andthe one in a preceding num 
ber on the subject of missionary societies, it is buta 
very brief sketch of what might be said; and to give 
any thing of a just idea of them, it was not possible to 
be much more concise. Less on these subjects will 
hereafter suffice, lest, for so small a work, some particu- 
lar subjects should occupy too large a portion of its 
sheets. Indeed, nearly the whole contents of most of 
the Religious periodical publications of this day, con- 
sist of accounts respecting Theological Seminaries, 
Missionary Societies, Education Societies, Bible Socie- 
ties, &c. &c. This age is peculiarly distinguished by 
undertakings of this kind, and they appear to be the only 
things, which the various bodies of professing christians 
can now boast of, or adduce to show that there isa great 
deal of religion and righteousness in the earth. But it 
is greatly to be feared, that all these different combina- 
tions and associations are much alike, and are underta- 
xen and carried on much in the same spirit—and though 
there is a specious appearance and show of excellency 
in them, and they seem to promise good; yet it is more 
than probable, that they will end in nothing of substan- 
tial benefit to mankind, and of this, afterages will be 
able to decide. These Institutionsappear much like a 
fashion that has come up, and they may after a time, be 

iaid aside or exchanged for something else that may here- 
after bear sway in the christian world.,What that may be, 
ime must unfold. But if the most express prophecies 
are to be relied on, it is certain that the christian world 
is fast ripening for calamities and scenes of blood-shed 
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more general and more severe, than have ever yet been d 
witnessed on the earth. 


To 


As an appendix to the preceding articie on Theologi- 
cal Seminaries, we shall introduce an account of a 
few, out of the many, Education Societies, which 
have lately been formed in the United States. | 


On the first of January last, a number of persons, 
principally young ladies, belonging to the Third Pres- e 
byterian Church in this city, formed themselves into an 
association to be called the Pine Street Education So- 
‘iety, intended as an auxiliary to the Education Society 
of Philadelphia. This Society, like all others of a si- 
milar kind, has a President, Vice President, Recording 
Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and a 
Board of Managers. With a view (it was stated) to 
enlist as many as possible in the good work, the So- 
ciety fixed the sum of 123 cents for the quarterly pay- 
ment of an annual subscriber; and jive dollars is to 
constitute one a member for life. The account respect- 
ing the formation of the Society, as published in the 
Religious Remembrancer, observes: ‘“ We under- : 
stand that it is considered as the duty of each mana- : 
ger, not an officer, to take her proportion of the names 
of subscribers, and make quarterly collections. Fifty 
cents is the yearly contribution. This divided by the 
number of months in a year, gives little more than 3 
Jour cents a month, and not quite one cent a week. 

Who is so poor as to be unable to pay this mite in 
such an important cause? 


is Four hundred subscribers, at 50 cents each, would | 
raise the sum of two hundred dollars; which would 4 
support a young man whose parents could afford to 
give him nothing but clothing. But should only two 
hundred subscribers be obtained, they would raise col- 
lectively one hundred dollars a year; and the parent 
society, we doubt not, would furnish the remainder of 
support requisite to any such young man as shall be 
half supported by an Auxiliary Association. We ear- 
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iestly reesmmend to every church to form a similar 
Society, and then if they have the grace of perseve- 
rance and of economy given them, it may be expected 
that the labourers in our part of the vineyard will not 
be few.” 

The editor of The Religious Remembrance; states : 
“ Societies similar to the above, and auxiliary to the 
Education Society of Philadelphia, have also been for- 
med in this city, in the Second an: Sixth Presbyterian 
Churches, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. 
Janeway and the Rev. Dr. Neill.” 

On Monday, the 17th of January, the congregatio’ of 
the Second Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, ( Del.) 
met and organized themselves into an Education So- 
clety, to be auxiliary to the Hducation Society of Phi- 
ladelphia. From the names of the officers and mana- 
gers, it would appear that the Scciety is composed 
wholly of females. In the account published respect- 
ing this Society, it is stated: 

‘ That the young as well as the old, the pooras well 
as the rich, might feel a personal interest in the :nsti- 
tution, the terms of subscription were placed at 50 
cents; and this payable quarterly or annually, at the 
option of the subscriber. from present prospects we 
may hope, that from this source, a sum equal to the 
support at least of one theological student, will be ob- 
tained. Few congregations in the New Castle Presby- 
tery have less wealth than this; and yet within the 
short space of 18 months, besides the regular support 
of the ministry and other extraordi. ary expences (such 
as building a lecture room for their occasional worship, 
&e ) their benevolent contributions have amounted to 
at least 600 dollars. ‘This sum has been raised with- 
out difficulty and without sensible sacrifice by enlist- 
ing the feelings of the congregation genera//y in the 
benevolent work of the day, and by raising smadl sume 
often, rather than large sums at once. Many congre- 
gations may have done more, but hundreds have 
done less; and we mention these works of benevolence 
for the purpose of provoking other larger and more 





’ 





36 THE REFORMER. 


wealthy congregations to surpass them in labours oj 
love.’’* 

It is stated in the Religious Remembrancer, that the 
Huntingdon Presbytery, at their meeting in Novem- 
ber, 1819, formed an Education Society, to be auxiliary 
to the Education Board of the General Assembly ; and 
that Mrs. Mary Walker and Miss Betsey Elliot, lately 
collected 20 dollars among the ladies of the lower con- 
gregation in Path Valley, Pa. to constitute their pas- 
tor, Amos A. M‘Ginley, a member of the Edukation 
Society for life. 

We shal concinde by an extract from the last An- 
nual Repor: of the “* American Education Society” + of 
the New England churches; with some remarks made 
by the Board of Directors of the Andover Seminary. 
The report was made, Sept. 29, 1819. at which tiie it 
appears, the receipts for the last year amounted 19,330 
dollars. The number of Beneficiaries (that is, siudents 
suported by the society,) received by ‘he board curing 
the year, had been 58. (Fifteen Beneficiaries have been 
added to this number, since the annual meeting of the 
society, at the quarterly meeting of the board in Octo- 
ber.) The number of those, who have been assisted 
by the funds of the Society the pst yearis 161. The 


*The corresponding secretary of the Education Society of 
Philadelphia, on the Ist of January last, acknowledges, in the 
Religious Remembrancer, a donation of 40 dollars from the pastor 
of this church, at Wilmington, collected since October, 1818, 
in charity boxes, at the monthly concerts for prayer, held in his 
congregation. Itis stated, “This last offering from a congre- 
gation not numerous, but spirited in works of benevolence, 
evinces that systematic contributions of small sums, will, in the 
course of a year, amount to a considerable donation, that may 
gladden the heart of some pious youth preparing for the gospel 
ministry. It is added, ‘‘ The Society,” meaning the Education 
Society, “has constantly urgent applications for assistance which 
it is unable to grant: it has already exceeded its means, but 
must hope for seasonable aid from Divine Providence.” 

+ This Society, it may be proper to state, has no connexion 
with the Education Society under the care of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian churches--the New England churches 
being what is generally denominated Congregationalists. 





THE REFORMER. 57 


whole number on thelist of Beneficiaries, from the be- 
cinning of the- Institution is 204. , ' 

The remarks made by the Board of Directors, will! 
serve to show the powerful temptation these Education 
Societies hold out for young men destitute of grace and 
principle, to come forward to be educated for ministers, 
on the charities of the people ; many of whom itis likely, 
tbink they are doing God service, and the cause of reli- 
gion great good, to give towards them to the utmost of 
their power; when alas! it is justly to be feared they 
had much better cast their money into the sea.—Nor let 
it be considered that these observations are too severe ; 
for, upon this subject, it seems proper to speak with all 
plainness, since these institutions are likely to be at- 
tended with the most fatal consequences, not only to the 
cause of true religion, but also, to the eternal interest 
of the young students themselves, as wellas the people 
to whom they shall preach. It is a common proverb, 
that, “strong temptations with the best prevail’’, and 
what greater temptation can be placed before young men 
of aspiring minds, than to erect magnificent buildings, 
and establish a multitude of societies for gratuitously 
preparing them for the ministry, when they well know 
a minister educated at one of these Seminaries, is held 
in the highest esteem, and can obtain higher wages for 
very easy services rendered, than if he were to engage 
in the most laborious employments of life—We pro- 
ceed to the remarks of the Board of directors. 

“The directors are impelled by a sense of duty, both 
for the sake of the Beneficiaries, and of the community, 
to speak with the utmost plainness. It is obvious that 
young men of sanguine and aspiring minds, are in no 
small danger of choosing the ministry, as a profession, 
from improper motives. This profession, at the pre- 
sent day, has many and strong attractions, even to those 
who exhibit little evidence of piety. In the first place, 
chere 1s from all quarters a demand for ministers, more 
and more frequent and importunate ; and every young 
man, who possesses even a common share of genius, 
may have a pretty sure prospect of a comfortable settle- 
ment in this profession. This profession too, is held ir 

10 
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high respect. In most instances, ministers are considered 
as men of consequence in places where they reside ; and 
if they support the clerical character in any good degree, 
will always receive the most respectful attention from 
the friends of religion. Another recommendation of 
the sacred office is, that it affords opportunities for 
mental improvement, and generally secures to ministers 
the pleasures and advantages of a frequent intercourse 
with the most intelligent and polished members of so- 
ciety. And by many, who contemplate it superficially, 
and at a distance, the profession of a minister is suppo- 
sed to be exempt, in an uncommon degree, from the ne- 
cessity of labour, and to afforda prospect not only of 
honour, but of ease.* Under the influence of these, 
and other similar views, young men of ardent minds, 
are likely to choose the ministry from wrong motives. 
Yo guard against this danger, it isnecessary that minis- 
ters of the Gospel, and other enlightened christians 
should in every way, take pains to impress the minds of 
young men, with the vast importance of the ministry, 
and with the difficulties, the wearisome, exhausting la- 
bours and hardships, which must be encountered in the 
discharge of its duties.t Before young men are en- 
couraged to apply for patronage to the Education Soci- 
ety, they should be examined and watched with the 
most vigilant fidelity. It should not be forgotten, that 
every instance of misconduct, or of defective talents, in 
a beneficiary of the society, will not only be matter of 
‘eproach to the christian name, but will chill the ardour 


of the public charity, recently kindled-in behalf of this 
benevolent object.” 


* They might also have added profit, with much propriety. . 
} What is the use to set before them things which do not ex- 
‘st, and which they very well know do not exist ? For what dif- 
ficulties and hardships do our college bred ministers have to en- 
counter in this day? They are perhaps of all men the most ex- 
empt from these things, and are likely to beexempt from them; 


and the present hard times, appear to effect them less than arly 
class of people in the universe. 
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For The Reformer. 


Notwithstanding it is a general opinion that light aud 
knowledge have much increased in the world, yet the hu- 
man mind still evinces great insensibility to the expansive in- 
fluence of Christianity. Disinterested attempts to meliorate the 
condition of others, are too rarely met with. It is true, much dis- 
play is made of exertions used in spreading the Bible, sending: 
missionaries abroad under the pretext of propagating the gos- 
pel amongst the heathen, and of many benevolent acts at home 
tor the relief of suffering humanity. In some instances, these 
e¥ertions are the offspring of sincerity, but not unfrequently the 
disposition to be seen of men, to be esteemed eminently pious 
is the chief moving’ cause. Wherever this motive operates, it 
evinces a vain mind, self-conceited, and fond of the respect and 
applause of others. 


To instruct pagans may bethe duty of some: but as an essen- 
tial requisite, those who undertake the work should manifest, by 
their own example, the fruits of the religion they profess to 
teach; otherwise they condemn themselves in those things 
which they allow——and whilst they disgust the objects of their 
professed solicitade, bring disgrace upon the holy religion of 
Jesus Christ. The same mind should dwell in them which 
dwelt in Him, who, though he thought it not robbery to be 
equal with the Highest, yet humbled himself to the form of a 
servant, became of no reputation amongst men, and went about 
doing good, without having whereon to lay his head. Nothing 
splendid in his appearance or retinue, nothing to dazzle the 
eye of the simple, or to introduce him to the favour of the rich 
and great, formed any part of the example of the perfect pat- 
tern of humility and self denial. 


In looking for subjects requiring reform, we need not pass 
into India to criticise the effeminacy and costly equipage of the 
missionaries. Many in our own country, who take the station of 
teaders, manifest too much concern for thejr private emovlu- 
ment to be actuated by the disinterested benevolence of the 
Gospel.—it is not so much the benefit of the flock, as the value 
of the fleece that is the primary motive of their exertions.—A 
cal] lies prigcipally in the salary, and where the highest wages 








60 THE REFORMER. 


are to be obtained, that is the field of their labour.—It cannot be 
expected that those who act from such principles, who run with- 
out being sent will profit their hearers.—Having no divine com- 
mission, consequently their preaching must be out of the divi- 
nations of their own hearts. These are the leaders that cause 

the people.to err. They draw their attention to themselves, and 

to a round of external performances, which never can do the 
work of regeneration, nor make the comers thereunto perfect.— 
And not only do they cause them to err in relation to the indis- 
pensable duties of the Gospel, but by the authority which they 
hold over the people’s consciences, they maintain their standing 
to the exclusion of others from the public exercise of the spiri- 
tual gifts dispensed to them by the Head of the Church. None 
can preach or pray in the congregation without their license, 
unless he is one of the Clergy: which is contrary to the apos- 
tle’s doctrine, who says, ye may all prophesy one by one, that all 
may learn, and all may be comforted. But instead ef encon- 
raging this primitive practice of the church, the mercenary 
clergy have discountenanced it, for fear it would overturn their 
hierarchy and depose them from their lordly domination over 
the flock. 

To aseriously reflecting mind, the present i$ a lamentable state 
of things. The people are held in bondage under the errors 
and prejudices of education, and by the deceptive influence of a 
cunning and avaricious clergy, exerted through a splendid ce- 
remonial worship, the light of the true gospel is greatly ob- 
scured, if not wholly eclipsed; and as a necessary consequence, 
sin and iniquity every where abound.—And this will continue to 
be the case, wlale the generality of professing christians are 
such strangers to the government and influence of the Holy 
Spirit, which is the life and substance of all true religion, and 
the only means by which the church can be purged from a car- 
nal and self-created ministry. It is by the gradual operations of 
this Holy Spirit, that the veil of deception which is spread over 
the people will be rent and removed ; and if every one for him- 
self would yield to its operations, and obey its requirements, 
then would the earth become full of the knowledge of the Lord. 
and righteousness cover it as the waters coyer the sea. 

N. SS. 
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For the Reformer. 


Amidst all the disquisitions and learnedcommentaries which 
abound in the world on the subject of religion, it is much to be 
feared, that its precepts are little understood, and still less prac- 
tised. Men of considerable talents and erudition, have descant- 
ed very ably on the sublimity of the objects which the Gospel 
contemplates ; have complimented its Divine Author on the ex- 
cellence of the plan, and the fitness of the execution; have en- 
joined an attention to its commands, as the pursuit of the high- 
est and noblest good within the reach of man; and yet them- 
selves have never submitted to its mortifying restraints. Instead 
of being transformed from the corruptions of their nature, and 
rendered objects of Divine complacency, “ by the renewing 
of their minds through the obedience of faith,” they are still 
conformed to the vain customs and spirit of this world, which 
are declared to be “*at enmity with God.” Others we see, 
boldly advancing to the defence of some favourite tenet; sum- 
moning all the wisdom and eloquence within the sphere of their 
capacity; calling on others to’examine and determine by the 
light of their reasoning, and enforcing an assent to their creed 
as the only means of salvation; while at the same time, if we 
scrutinize their conduct, we shall find, that although they pro- 
fess an intimate acquaintance with the sacred attributes of the 
great Jehovah, and a reverence for his injunctions, and offer to 
him the tribute of gratitude with a peculiar propriety of vocal 
expression; yet, they are far from yielding to his government, 
or complying with his most reasonable requirements. The 
whole tenor of their lives, speaks a language very different 
from that of a pious one of ancient date, who prompted by a de- 
sire practically to demonstrate the gratitude of his heart, ex- 
claimed, ** What shall I render unto the Lord, for all his bene- 
fits towards me ?” 

If we pursue our inquiry a litile further, we shall find many 
of this class, who have assumed the important office of ministers 
of the Gospel of Jesus, who though they would wish to have it 
supposed their acquaintance with religion is extensive, and that 
experience warrants them in enforcing the restrictions, which 
they so often repeat from the pulpit; yet, even these, too fre- 
quently declare in the language of conduct, ‘‘ we will not have 

11 
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this man to rule over us.’ Instead of living the selt-denying 
life of a crucified Saviour, and walking in the footsteps of him, 
who was meek and lowly in heart, they are seeking their own 
gratification and indulgence ; and often, even while standing’as 
God’s ambassadors to men, they evince a greater desire to pro- 
mote their own honour and importance, than to bring glory to 
him, to whom alone all honour and praise isdue. Hence they 
are more intent on having the elegance of their style, the co- 
gency of their reasoning, the aptitude of their comparisons, and 
withal the fropriety of their gesture commended, than pro- 
ducing conviction in their audience, or witnessing the baptizing 
power of the Holy Ghost to accompany the word spoken, asa 
seal to their labours. These, though the pretended friends, 
are in truth the greatest enemies to the kingdom of the Redeem- 
er ; and their influence is more deleterious to the cause of righ- 
teousness, than the avowed Infidel; because their profession 
gives their example a weight, and an importance which induce 
many to follow it, who would revolt at the more palpable, 
though not more fatal errors of the open enemy to all religion. 

All these contradictory appearances are explained, when we 
advert to the difference between the religion of the nzap and 
that of the HEartT. Though that of the heart is the alone true 
and saving religion, yet it is so pure and spiritual, so directly 
opposite to the inclinations and propensities of human na- 
ture, and so little agreeable to the pride and self-importance of 
men; that, in order to evade its crosses and mortifications, and 
yet to satisfy in some sort the chidings of conscience, and car- 
ry an appearance of sanctity, many have substituted theory for 
practice, and mere speculative notions for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints. They are, however, so abundant 
in doctrines, so fortified with arguments, and are able to make 
such a display of theological and scriptural erudition, that, 
(their practice apart,) one would take them for the Champions 
of the Gospel. But let it ever be remembered, that all the 
wisdom and knowledge derived from any other source, than the 
spirit of Christ Jesus, the fountain of all truth, never touches 
the soul; it never can wash away its impurities, regulate the 
passions, correct the practice, or qualify for communion with 
the eternal source of light, life, and intelligence. And though 
the excellency of speech obtained by means of a college educa- 
tion, may serve to embellish a discourse, to please,the ear, or 
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deceive the judgment of fallible man, yet’in the sight of an Om- 
nivent Being, itis but as “‘ sounding lrass, or a tinkling cymbal.” 


OBSERVER. 


+ ar — - 


For The Reformer. 


INMALOGUE BETWEEN INQUIRER AND EVANGELIST. 


Inguirer. How are you Evangelist. I wish to know your 
opinion respecting the statement made in page 4th of The Re- 
former,: “that there are many false ministers now in the 
world? ”I have always entertained an idea, that such ministers 
as profess christianity, and seem disposed to promote the cause 
of religion, cannot be considered as false ministers; and from 
what is now going forward in the world, and the many institu- 
tions which are formed to spread the gospel, I had supposed 
that true religion was in a very flourishing state; and that by 
means of these institutions, the reign of righteousness, spoken 
of by one of the prophets to take place on the earth, would be 
brought about. 


Evangelist. In the first place, neighbour Inquirer, I would 
observe, that you have entertained a very wrong idea with re- 
gard to true ministers and what true religion is, as well as the 
state it is in at this time; for it Is a day of very great darkness, 
and false ministers greatly abound. Do you not very well know 
that Christ said, narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and on’: 
few jfind it: and that many shall say unto him in the last day, 
Lord, have we not prophesiedin thy name, cast out devils, and 
done many wonderful works? And yet he will say to them, / 
never knew you. 


Secondly. Respecting the institutions you have made men- 
tion of, I believe they will be of no great benefit in the end. To 
use the language of the prophet, their st:m will go down at noon ; 
for they all seem established through the pride and ambition of 
men, with the sound of trumpet, that they may be seen and 
have glory of men; and as Christ told the Pharisees, they have 
their reward : for they are seen of men, and have glory or com- 
mendation of men. 
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But to return to the question you first proposed. A wicked 
man, you cannot suppose, is a true minister :—for the apostle 
asks, What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness, 
ahd what communion hath light with darkness, or what concord 
hath Christ with Belial? A true minister must be dl/ameless— 
holding the mystery of faith in a pure conscience, and not of the 
world, but sanctified by the word of Ged. These, and these only, 
are true ministers of Christ; and they are sent forth as sheep 
in the midst of wolves, and they must be wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves. 

That there are false ministers now in the world, is plain from 
prophecy ; for the apostle Peter told those to whom he wrote 
his epistle, that there should be false teachers, even as there 
were false prophets ig old time among the Jews. And he also 
foretold, that many should follow their pernicious ways, by rea- 
son of whom the way of truth should be evil spoken of; and 
moreover, thro’ covetousness they should, with feigned words, 
make merchandise of the people. 

Now, to give you a right idea of the false prophets in old 
time, we will look in the Bible, for we find mention often made 
of them in those days, as they were very numerous, 4U0 at one 
time being fed by Jezebel, who had as little religion as many of 
the societies who feed their false teachers in this day. ‘Their 
manner, it seems, was to prophesy lies and the deceit of their own 
heart in the name of the Lord, when he had not sent them nor com- 
manded them; and they would say peace when there was no peace ; 
and one would build a wall, and lo! others would daubit with un- 
tempered mortar; and so they healed the hurt of the people 
slightly. They were also said to be like the foxes in the deserts, 
which cared only for themselves, for they went not into the gaps, 
to keep wickedness from entering in among the people; nei- 
ther made they up the hedge, against evil, for the house of Israel to 
stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. And though they 
taught for hire and divined for money, yet would they lean upon 
the Lord, and say, is not the Lord among us? They all, moreover, 
looked fo their own way, every one for his guin from his quarter, 
much like ministers in our day: yea, they were greedy, and 
could never have enough. Some of them.too, we find, were so 
gross in wickedness, and so presumptuous in their confidence, 
as to say, ** Come ye, I will fetch wine and we will fill ourselves 
with strong drink, and to-morrow shall be as this day, and more 
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abundant.” Now, that some among these. false prophets 
thought they were true prophets, may be seen from the con- 
duct of one of the 400 that prophecied falsely concerning Ahab, 
king of Israel, when he was going up to battle against Ramoth- 
Gilead. For when Micaiah, a true prophet, prophecied con- 
trary to what he had spoken, he smote him on the cheek, and 
said “ which way went the spirit of the Lord from me to speak 
unto thee.” See 1 Kings, 22. c. 

Inquirer. But here I would ask, Why did the Lord permit 
these false prophets to be amongst the Jews and Israelites,? 

Evangelist. The word of the Lord, by the prophet Micah, 
will answer this question ; for he says, “* Wo to them that devise 
iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! When the morning 
is light they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand. 
And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, 
and take them away; so they oppress a man and his house, 
even a man and his heritage. Therefore, if a man walking in 
the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee 
of wine and of strong drink, he shall even be the prophet of 
this people.” From hence it appears, that the Lord permitted 
false prophets among them as a punishment for their wicked- 
ness. 

You may, see ancther reason why the Lerd permitted the 
Jews to have false prophets, from Jeremiah, ch.v. ‘*A won- 
derful and horrible;thing is committed in the land: the pro- 
phets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their 
means, and my people love to have it so.” Recollect when the 
Lord sent them true prophets, ‘‘ they were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 
wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins, being destitute, 
affiicted, tormented. [The Israelites, tho’ unworthy of them, 
yet persecuting them.] They wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens, and caves of the earth.” 

Inguirer. I have now seen the manner of the false prophets 
in old.time, and also have been shown the reason why God per- 
mitted the Israelites to have them ; but I wish to inquire some- 
thing further respecting false teachers in this day, for f had 
been in a belief, that the false teachers spoken of. in the New 
‘Testament, were only to be found amongst the catholics before 
the reformation, and have likewise been pretty much confined 
to that hody of people since that time. 
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Evangelist. Yt is true that false teachers have abounded in 
the church of Rome, and are now numerous amongst that peo- 
ple; but wherein do teachers amongst protestants and dissen- 
ters differ in any considerable degree from the teachers amongst 
the catholics, except it be in some ceremonials of religion and 
their vestments while ministering before the altar? Protestant 
and dissenting ministers in this country, and I believe in most 
countries, receive larger sums of money for preaching to the 
people than catholic ministers; and too generally like the false 
prophets in old time, they teach the deceit of their own hearts, 
and a creed of their own forming, saying “ peace, peace,”’ when 
there is no peace; telling the people, moreover, that there is a 
great deal of goodness in the world, when it is full of sin and 
wickedness, thereby causing them to believe they are in a safe 
condition, while they are in the road which leadeth to destruc- 
tion: and how few among them can be found, who will not go 
from one place to another, whenever a larger salary for preach- 
ing can be obtained. Surely such teachers very much resemble 
the false prophets spoken of in the Old Testament, who pro- 
phesied for pay and divined for money. The teachers of this 
day, also, answer very well to the description our Saviour gave 
of false prophets, for they show great signs and wonders, (that 
is, great appearances of religion and righteousness) insomuch, 
that (if it were possible) they would deceive the very elect, or 
the most holy persons. And it may be truly said of them, with 
but few exceptions, as Peter said of’ some in his time, “ They 
have forsaken the right way and are gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam, the son of Besor, who loved the wages of un- 
righteousness,” (or wages derived through a wrong course of 
proceeding) ; and those who follow their ways and will not re- 
ceive the truth in the love of it, must expect, as a judgment, to 
have strong delusion sent to them, that they may, or in conse- 
quence of which they will, believe a lie, and consequently op- 
pose the true way of the Lord. 

Inquirer. If these things are so, and I cannot deny but there 


is too much truth in them, I need not inquire where false teach- 
ers ate, but where they are not? Adiev. 
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(The following Communication, was addressed to the Editérs of The Reformer, 
post marked, Poughkeepsie, New Yorks] 


NO. L 


I am pleased that a medium for publication like yours is open- 
ed, confined to no particular sect or party, that whatever i is now, 
or may hereafter be palmed upon the people as religion, but 
which is only nominally such, may be stripped of its shew of 
virtue, and be exposed naked to the view of the world. 

That there is a want of suci a publication, the many enormi- 
ties now practised by professors of religion abundantly shew ; 
hot to confine these enormities to those of any particular name, 
for there is more or less of inconsistency to be met with in every 
society; while, in some there is such a degree of it, that the chris- 
tian name has become odious. 

Believing as I do, that the church of Christ consists of spirit- 
ual members, and the house of God of spiritual materials, and 
these not confined exclusively to those who have joined in so- 
ciety with any particular bodies of men, publickly professing 
religion, (since, of every nation, kindred, tongue, afid people, 
such as fear God and work righteousness, whether they make 
open declaration thereof, or proclaim it upon the house top or 
not, are accepted of him,) I wish the mists of doubt, and thé 
fogs of uncertainty, which the false pretenders to religion have 
caused to be spread over christendom, may be dispelled by the 
arising of the Sun of righteousness. For I cannot suppose, any 
human arm is able to effect so great a work; yet, neverthe- 
* tess, I am persuaded it is very possible for such as are truly 
qualified and rightly influenced, to be made instruments of very 
great good, by opening as it were, the.window-shutters of the 
mind, closed by traditional ideas and sentiments, whereby the 
light of the Holy Spirit can more easily penetrate, and latent 
darkness be expelled. 

What a change, indeed, has taken place since the time of the 
Apostles! How has their simple, yet powerful and convincing 
manner of preaching been departed from ; and, what adry scho- 
lastic eloquence has been substitued inits stead! and this too, in 
every part of christendom. The apostle Paul declared, that his 
preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the spirit and of power. And we do not find 
any of the apostles were careful in their communications to 
charm by their eloquence, or to please the fancy of their audi. 
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tors, but, spoke with plainness the words of truth and soberness, 
to the conviction and renovation of the hearts of thousands who 
heard their discourses. A reputable writer has said, ‘ there 
was in the very words of the apostles an incredible energy, and 
an amazing power of sending light into the understanding, and 
conviction into the heart.” 

Now had there been no ministers since the time of the apostles 
but men truly qualified and sent of God, can any one suppose 
that the christian world would have become as corrupt as it 
now is? Would the name, and not the nature ; the sound, and 
not the substance ; the shew, and not the reality, have been the 
distinguishing characteristic in all, christianized lands? f 
think not. On the contrary, it is reasonable to believe, that 
the light, life, power, and holiness of the true gospel, would 
have increased and been diffused more and more unto this day. 
Hence it follows, that a false ministry has produced the present 
degeneracy inthe world; in which the letter is substituted 
tor the spirit, human reason for the wisdom which is from above, 
and rhetorick and oratory for the power and lght of Jesus 
Christ. j 

But one, in the midst of this great darkness, announces that 
a star has appeared in the east—Indiais receiving the knowledge 
of the Lord. Another sees a star in the west—the heathen are 
receiving the word of God, &c. &c. But it is easy to conceive 
how those who never saw the sun, should take the moon for that 
glorious luminary, and consider it a very good light; and this 
to me, seems a proper analogy to present with regard to the 
case now under consideration; for, as few people in this day, 
know what true christianity is, they call every small appearance 
of righteousness, the dawn of some glorious reformation, or 
work of God. Had the true Sun of righteousness appeared in 
India, and other places where our missionaries have gone and 
made proselytes, it can hardly be supposed, the christianized 
heathen would have become more scientific and expert in the 
abominable practice of war and bloodshed than before their 
conversion. Give an answer for such proceedings, ye pretended 
guides of the people! who think that the gift and ministry of 
God can be obtained with money, or through a college educa- 
tion; or else, stay your attempts to christianize the heathen, lest 
their blood should be required at your hands in a coming day, 

for not inculcating on their minds purer prineiples, and bringing 
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chem out from such sanguinary and vicious practices. Remem- 
ber, that no stream can rise higher than its fountain ; and conse- 
quently no power truly christianize, but that which is derived 
through the true gift of God. Hence, although you may have 
been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, and are taught in all 
the divinity of the age, yet if you have gone no further, all 
your efforts to do good and promote religion, will be of no avail. 
Paul when in a carnal state, bad a human good will for what he 
supposed to be the church of God, as may be presumed is now 
the case with many of you; but of what benefit or utility was it 
to the true way of the Lord? and the same with much propriety 
may be said of yours. Therefore, it would be as well to cease 
acting in these things, till you are called thereunto of God; 
made to know what true christianity is, and are endued with 
power from above. Then like Paul, after he became truly en- 
lightened, you will plainly see that an outward profession of 
religion, and a conformity to some of its rituals avail but little ; 
and that there is no great proof that much good has been done, 
merely because people have been broughtto take uponthem the 
name of christian, and have submitted themselves to baptism ; 
for it is necessary to have a new nature formed within, in orde: 

to be accepted of God, or even piease him and do his will; since 
the apostle himself has declared, that those who are in the 

flesh ‘cannot please God.” 

PHILOXENY 





VIRGINIA LAW. 


As a proof of our moral degeneracy, while many are ready to 
boast of the general influence of christian sentiments in the land, 
and such a multitude of societies are formed in all parts of the 
union to send missionaries to instruct and christianize tlfe hea- 
then in the most remote places of the earth, we insert the fullow 
ing article from the “ Genius of Liberty,” printed at Leesburg, 
(Vir.) The piece is signed “ Judex,” dated Feb. 10, 1820, and 
being addressed to the editor is as follows: 

“ Str—It is right to admonish well meaning persons of any 
danger which may await them. A late law declares a meeting o/ 


elaves to be taught reading and writing, at any place, “ unlax 
12 
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ful”? Tt declares that a slave attending such meeting, ghall re- 
ceive twenty lashes on his bare back. It declares a white person 
present at such unlawful meeting, shall pay three dollars for 
every offence ; or, in failure thereof, shall receive twenty lashes 
on his bare back, welllaid on. It declares that any magistrate 
knowing such meeting, and not punishing offenders, shall, for 
every failure, pay eight dollars. See New Revised Code, Ist: 
vol. page 424 and 425. 

‘‘ Negroes, teachers, and justices, look to it: the order of so- 
ciety must prevail over the notions of individuals.” 

Should the heathen come to know that such a law existed in 
any part of this country, and they were to inquire of our mis- 
sionaries if it were possible, that while they came 13,000 miles 
to instruct and téach them, that their own countrymen could 
enact such an inhuman and cruel law towards those living with- 


in their borders ; what answer would they be able to make to 
them in return? 





MISSION TO JERUSALEM, 


Two Missionaries lately sailed from Boston on a mission to 
Palestine. A traveller recently returned from that country, re- 
lates that the city of Jerusalem is in the most deplorable state. 
Its population scarcely amounts to 12,000 inhabitants, who 
mostly profess the Mahometan religion. We may have an op- 
oortunity hereafter, to see what success the missionaries have 
among the followers of Mahomet. 


A correspondent, in the “ Boston Recorder,” suggests the fol- 
lowing query; to which, says the editor, if an able answer is 
received, it shall have a place in our pages. 

“ Query. Is it the better way, on the whole, for our Religious 
Education Societies to give money to their Beneficiaries, or loan 
it to them.” : 

For young men to cast themselves on the charities of the peo- 
ple, to be educated gratis for the ministry, when they have so 
fair a prospect of commanding a very high price for their minjs- 
terial services upon entering the prigsthood, appears unbecom- 
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ing, ifnot sinful—The query itself, seems to manifest, that some 
one has been much of this opinion. 


A minister at Owasco, N. Y. states, in a letter to his corres- 
pondent in Boston, that he had learned from undoubted autho- 
rity, thatin the town of Schuyler, in the county of Herkimer, the 
young people assembled on New Years day, (1819), in the even- 
ing, for a Ball, when one of their number fell dead on the floor. 
Within 10 days after this most solemn warning, God, of his 
sovereign grace, was pleased to bring 18 of these young per- 
sons to the knowledge of the truth, and undoubtedly to an ab- 
horrence of their former conduct. 


The author of the Greek Church has remarked—*“ Letno man, 
suppose, that because God is infinitely merciful, or rather mer- 
cy itself, he can, without regarding men’s imperfections and 
their falling into sin, out of his mere goodness, pardon men, and 
render them fit to be partakers of his blessedness and glory. 
Such reasoning is base and sinful; it makes the mercy of God 
blind; it presupposes a God not possessed of eternal and invi- 
olable rectitude. It obliges him to regard the righteous and the 
wicked alike: a supposition which it is dreadful to apply to the 
living God.” 


From the Report of the Prudential Committee of the “ Ame. 
rican Board of Missions,” it appears, that the donations to the 
Board within the year past, have been about 35,000 dollars ; 
and that other sources of income have amounted to 3,000. The 
expenses of the Board, within the same period have somewhat 
surpassed 40,000 dollars. Donations have been received from 
more than 500 associations, of various names. 


It appears that in Boston and its vicinity, there is a “ Society 
jor promoting christianity among the Jews.” 


———oe 


Extracted from the Boston Recorder. 


A new periodical work has commenced with the current year 
in London, tobe published monthly, apd to be entitled, “ The 
Christian.” It contains original essays and correspendence on 
the evidences of natural and revealed religion. The Editors, it 
is stated, thinking this step to be demanded by the present re- 
markable crisis, in regard both to French and English infideli- 
ty, and their effect.—A crisis, distinguished for the diffusion of 
the Christian scriptures and the advancement of learning 
thrgugh the whole mass of population. 
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A new weekly Newspaper has also been proposed in London, 
under the title of “* The Christian Reporter.” ‘The object of the 
work, is to counteract the infidel doctrines and traitorous designs, 
by which the institutions and laws of the country are at present 
assailed. 

a 


It seems the sentence passed on Carlisle the deist, for 
vending  Paine’s Age of Reason,” as mentioned in our last 
number, was three years imprisonment, and a fine of 1,500 
pounds ; and he had been committed to Dorchester jail. 





Some remarks which have come under our notice, in regard to our being oppo- 
sed to sending the gospel to the heathen, &c. have no application to any thing 
which has appeared in this publication ; for we have already stated, and again 
repeat the statement, that we are by no means opposed to having the true gospel 
‘+ preached to all nations.” The question to be decided is, vhether or not the mis- 
sionaries which now go forth amongst the heathen preach the true gospel ; and if 
it can be proved they do not inculcate this gospel, but a degenerate christianity, 
which operates with no force to produce right fruit in tiemselves, or those of 
their own community, it will admit of a doubt with us whether they will not ra- 
ther do evil than good in going to preach to the heathen, or even to preach any 
where else. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


(7 A communication has been received signed “A Methodist,’ and shall ap- 
pear in our next number. 

OF ‘ Synopsis” is also informed that his communication sbal! be inserted, 

C> We have received several other communications, which shall be attended to 
as soon as practicable. 

It may be proper here to observe, as our pages are but few, it is desirable that 
correspondents should state their views in as concise a manner as possible. We 
would also wish them to prepare their pieces, as well as they are capable of doing, 
before they send them tor publication ; and feel the subject they treat ef to be of 
importance,as it is hardly worth while to forward to us any thing written merely 
a8 past time, of on common place sentiments. To point out evils, and exhibit 
truth, is the object of the wurk. 
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